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It’s been a really busy end of term. The classes have been
really busy with volcanoes and robots. I have seen some ex-
cellent writing across the school. Mr Clemo and some of our
KS3 students were very excited to go and visit Lewis at the
Centre for Modelling and Simulation. They had a great experience seeing their
robot and trying out their VR headset. They learned about lots of different job
roles in the Technology sector.

This week has been both Internet Safety week and Mental Health week. The stu-
dents have been completing lots of activities learning how they can keep them-
selves safe online. There are clear links between the two.

Scrolling too much without joining in (passive use) can sometimes make you feel
more worried or sad. Some apps—Ilike TikTok and YouTube—have been linked to
more feelings of stress, worry, or loneliness for many young people. Seeing per-
fect photos or videos can make you compare yourself to others, which can cause
low self-esteem or feeling not good enough. Research shows social comparison
online can increase sadness or anxiety. Cyberbullying and unkind comments can
hurt your feelings and mental health. Using screens too often can become a habit
that’s hard to break. One study showed that some kids pick up their phone over
100 times a day, which can affect their mood.

With that in mind, the best advice is moderation. Some good avice can be found
here—Managing children screen time - Parent advice | Internet Matters .

I also want to highlight the Together for SEND conference on the last page. I
know many parents struggle to navigate the SEND process when your child
needs extra support. We are always happy to help. It is also useful to get support
from other parents and this event should be helpful.

I wish you a restful break and we are looking forward to seeing the students back
on Monday 23 February 2026.
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https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time/protect-your-child/

WHAT HAVE WE DONE IN OUR CLASSES THIS WEEK?

Acorns This week we have been working on our programming in computing
with our new BeeBots. We built tracks and road maps for them to travel on, as well as
bridges. We even made the Bee Bots a football pitch and programmed them to move
a ball into a goal! Mr Keeping visited us in Science and showed us his rock collection! *
Last week we were working on learning our new text in English and writing direc-
tions to the Outdoor Learning area. We have worked hard to make sure we have capi-
tal letters and full stops in all the right places. In maths we have been learning differ-
ent ways to multiply 2 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers, including partitioning and
grid method.

Conkers This week in Conker class we have taking part in Mental Health
Week. The theme this year is 'belonging' so we have been looking at what makes us
feel we belong somewhere and who makes us feel safe. We then designed our own
island, including all the things that make us feel we belong.

We have also been taking part in Internet Safety week, looking at being kind online,
how to block people who are not kind, and exploring gaming routines. We have
looked at activities we can take part in that make us feel as happy as gaming does. We
have talked about the benefits of exercise and fresh air on our mental health.

Last week we were practising writing sentences, making sure we include a capital let-
ter and a full stop. We corrected Mrs Richardson's sentences and then wrote our own. |
In Maths we have been using cubes to help us multiply numbers. We started by
grouping cubes and then made them in to arrays.

We also filled our kindness gem jar! Each time we do something kind we colour in a
gem, when the jar is full we choose a class reward so this week we went on a trip to
the park as our reward.

Maple Maple class have been learning about sound. We have been discuss- | T 0- 5‘ 0h & NIC

ing volume, pitch and learning how the ear works. W '-QJ\T O o 1‘0
Chestnut This week has been very busy in Chestnut Class as we put the finish- P\ o/ ThH 3 )' JeV
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constructing our project models, bringing the impacts of natural disasters to life. We
also put our times table skills to the test while focusing on division in maths, and fin-
ished the week by making an amazing quick pasta in cooking.

Oak This week Oak class has finished their project work—after learning ’:
about natural disasters and its impacts, the students used their creativity to make

their own natural disasters. The results were brilliant. The students have really
shown their creativity and design skills.

Next term we will be learning about using money in maths. It would be great if you
could explore the use of money e.g. when shopping.
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